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1 . GOL MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND PETROLEUM, GHASSAN 
TUEINI, TELEPHONED CHARGE SEPT 10 TO ACKNOWLEDGE 
RECEIPT OF LETTER FROM CALTEX WHICH WAS FORWARDED 
TO HIM AS INSTRUCTED REF A. TUEINI MADE NO COMMENT ON 
SUBSTANCE OF LETTER. 

2. IN CONVERSATION ON RECENT OIL COMPANY ACTIONS IN 
LEBANON, TUEINI SAID HE WAS DISTURBED BY LONG TELEGRAM 
FROM MOBIL (PARA 10, REF B) REFUSING TO COOPERATE IN 
TUEINI'S EFFORTS TO KEEP OIL COMPANIES IN OPERATION 
DURING CURRENT CRISIS. TUEINI SAID HE RECOGNIZED 
DIFFICULTIES MOBIL AND ESSO HAD FACED, BUT THEIR 
ACTIONS HAD PARTICULARLY UNFORTUNATE EFFECT, BOTH 
ECONOMICALLY AND PSYCHOLOGICALLY, AT A TIME WHEN 
OTHERS WERE MAKING MAJOR EFFORT TO HOLD THINGS 
TOGETHER UNTIL PRESIDENT SARKIS WAS INAUGURATED ON 
SEPT 23. TUEINI SPECIFICALLY PRAISED SHELL'S ATTITUDE. 

HE STRESSED THAT HIS ACTION (PARA 11, REF B) WAS 
"CONSERVATORY" IN LEBANESE LAW, AND WAS NOT DESIGNED 
TO NATIONALIZE THE COMPANIES. LEBANON, HE SAID, WAS 
DETERMINED TO MAINTAIN A LIBERAL ECONOMIC SYSTEM, 

AND MOBIL AND ESSO WOULD BE WELCOME TO RESUME 
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